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In an effort to|curtail the %rod&ction of coca and -
flow of cocaine, the.Bolivian| government, with as=- . .1,
sistance from the US, is . attempting to implement a large-
scale crop substitution program. | Still in the embryonic
stage, the program faceswserious,yand;perhaps insurmount
]a.ile' 7°bstaC1ea. h i ‘g ; ‘ ;;. ' ; ]I l| ' ‘ ‘ : :i {: :,
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IL'i'COca'production

t
!

| has been an integral part of the |
cultural and economic life of Bolivia for hundreds of
years; it is ideally suited to the harsh environment!.
and 'rugged terrain of the country. The plant requires .
virtually no cultivationiané can be harvested up to four.
times a year. 'Although middlemen receive most ‘of the, '
profits from coca production, the campesinos nonetheless
are financially dependent on their earnings from the - '
crop. , = v I « g I :

e SRR EEENT K | | b

'{ i| Another aspect of the problem concerns the suit-
ability of alternative crops. Sugar, coffee, cotton,
certain fruits, and other products have been tentatively

- - guggested, but' none are as inexpensive and easy to grow
'as ‘coca.: Assuming an ideal replacement is found, there

iisino,guaranteedfintgrnational market. L b
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l!ih There is concern that the proposed substitutes are
'subject to wide price fluctuations. |

without p:xcaij

'guarantees and price sta y the government's crop .
'substitution efforts are likely to fail. The resultant .-
'alienation and loss of political support from the |:!. . |
lsampesinos, in turn, could adversely affect governmental |
??tébility. . V;:;igA. T \,lxﬁ {;s .
TS 1 S I U § DAL L NS
R @\JOheggroup of aampesinos has already voiced open op=.
‘position to the program ;and intends to resist the gov=
lernment's plan. | Nevertheless, .
' the campesinos'| cooperation can be secure provide at |
'machinery, irrigation,Qéo?p]ratixes, and other, forms o1 -
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